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trust, if there is no executor, is enti-
tled to a distribution deduction to the 
extent permitted under section 661 in 
the taxable year in which the election 
period terminates as a result of the 
deemed distribution. The new trust 
shall include the amount of the deemed 
distribution in gross income to the ex-
tent required under section 662. 

(2) Filing of the Form 1041 upon the ter-
mination of the section 645 election—(i) If 
there is an executor—(A) Filing the Form 
1041 for the year of termination. If there 
is an executor, the Form 1041 filed 
under the name and TIN of the related 
estate for the taxable year in which the 
election terminates includes— 

(1) The items of income, deduction, 
and credit of the electing trust attrib-
utable to the period beginning with the 
first day of the taxable year of the 
combined electing trust and related es-
tate and ending with the last day of 
the election period; 

(2) The items of income, deduction, 
and credit, if any, of the related estate 
for the entire taxable year; and 

(3) A deduction for the deemed dis-
tribution of the share (or shares) com-
prising the electing trust to the new 
trust as provided for under paragraph 
(h)(1) of this section. 

(B) Requirement to file a final Form 
1041 under the name and TIN of the elect-
ing trust. If the electing trust termi-
nates during the election period, the 
trustee of the electing trust must file a 
Form 1041 under the name and TIN of 
the electing trust and indicate that the 
return is a final return to notify the 
IRS that the electing trust is no longer 
in existence. The items of income, de-
duction, and credit of the trust are not 
reported on this final Form 1041 but on 
the appropriate Form 1041 filed for the 
combined electing trust and related es-
tate. 

(ii) If there is no executor. If there is 
no executor, the taxable year of the 
electing trust closes on the last day of 
the election period. A Form 1041 is filed 
in the manner prescribed under para-
graph (e)(3)(ii) of this section reporting 
the items of income, deduction, and 
credit of the electing trust for the 
short period ending with the last day of 
the election period. The Form 1041 filed 
under this paragraph includes a dis-
tribution deduction for the deemed dis-

tribution provided for under paragraph 
(h)(1) of this section. The Form 1041 
must indicate that it is a final return. 

(3) Use of TINs following termination of 
the election—(i) If there is an executor. 
Upon termination of the section 645 
election, a former electing trust may 
need to obtain a new TIN. See 
§ 301.6109–1(a)(4) of this chapter. If the 
related estate continues after the ter-
mination of the election period, the re-
lated estate must continue to use the 
TIN assigned to the estate during the 
election period. 

(ii) If there is no executor. If there is 
no executor, the former electing trust 
must obtain a new TIN if the trust will 
continue after the termination of the 
election period. See § 301.6109–1(a)(4) of 
this chapter. 

(4) Taxable year of estate and trust 
upon termination of the election—(i) Es-
tate—Upon termination of the section 
645 election period, the taxable year of 
the estate is the same taxable year 
used during the election period. 

(ii) Trust. Upon termination of the 
section 645 election, the taxable year of 
the new trust is the calendar year. See 
section 644. 

(i) [Reserved] 
(j) Effective date. Paragraphs (a), (b), 

(c), (d), (f), and (g) of this section apply 
to trusts and estates of decedents 
dying on or after December 24, 2002. 
Paragraphs (e) and (h) of this section 
apply to taxable years ending on or 
after December 24, 2002. 

[T.D. 9032, 67 FR 78377, Dec. 24, 2002] 

TRUSTS WHICH DISTRIBUTE CURRENT 
INCOME ONLY 

§ 1.651(a)–1 Simple trusts; deduction 
for distributions; in general. 

Section 651 is applicable only to a 
trust the governing instruments of 
which: 

(a) Requires that the trust distribute 
all of its income currently for the tax-
able year, and 

(b) Does not provide that any 
amounts may be paid, permanently set 
aside, or used in the taxable year for 
the charitable, etc., purposes specified 
in section 642(c), 
and does not make any distribution 
other than of current income. A trust 
to which section 651 applies is referred 
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to in this part as a ‘‘simple’’ trust. 
Trusts subject to section 661 are re-
ferred to as ‘‘complex’’ trusts. A trust 
may be a simple trust for one year and 
a complex trust for another year. It 
should be noted that under section 651 
a trust qualifies as a simple trust in a 
taxable year in which it is required to 
distribute all its income currently and 
makes no other distributions, whether 
or not distributions of current income 
are in fact made. On the other hand a 
trust is not a complex trust by reason 
of distributions of amounts other than 
income unless such distributions are in 
fact made during the taxable year, 
whether or not they are required in 
that year. 

§ 1.651(a)–2 Income required to be dis-
tributed currently. 

(a) The determination of whether 
trust income is required to be distrib-
uted currently depends upon the terms 
of the trust instrument and the appli-
cable local law. For this purpose, if the 
trust instrument provides that the 
trustee in determining the distribut-
able income shall first retain a reserve 
for depreciation or otherwise make due 
allowance for keeping the trust corpus 
intact by retaining a reasonable 
amount of the current income for that 
purpose, the retention of current in-
come for that purpose will not dis-
qualify the trust from being a ‘‘simple’’ 
trust. The fiduciary must be under a 
duty to distribute the income cur-
rently even if, as a matter of practical 
necessity, the income is not distributed 
until after the close of the trust’s tax-
able year. For example: Under the 
terms of the trust instrument, all of 
the income is currently distributable 
to A. The trust reports on the calendar 
year basis and as a matter of practical 
necessity makes distribution to A of 
each quarter’s income on the fifteenth 
day of the month following the close of 
the quarter. The distribution made by 
the trust on January 15, 1955, of the in-
come for the fourth quarter of 1954 does 
not disqualify the trust from treat-
ment in 1955 under section 651, since 
the income is required to be distributed 
currently. However, if the terms of a 
trust require that none of the income 
be distributed until after the year of 
its receipt by the trust, the income of 

the trust is not required to be distrib-
uted currently and the trust is not a 
simple trust. For definition of the term 
‘‘income’’ see section 643(b) and 
§ 1.643(b)–1. 

(b) It is immaterial, for purposes of 
determining whether all the income is 
required to be distributed currently, 
that the amount of income allocated to 
a particular beneficiary is not specified 
in the instrument. For example, if the 
fiduciary is required to distribute all 
the income currently, but has discre-
tion to ‘‘sprinkle’’ the income among a 
class of beneficiaries, or among named 
beneficiaries, in such amount as he 
may see fit, all the income is required 
to be distributed currently, even 
though the amount distributable to a 
particular beneficiary is unknown until 
the fiduciary has exercised his discre-
tion. 

(c) If in one taxable year of a trust 
its income for that year is required or 
permitted to be accumulated, and in 
another taxable year its income for the 
year is required to be distributed cur-
rently (and no other amounts are dis-
tributed), the trust is a simple trust for 
the latter year. For example, a trust 
under which income may be accumu-
lated until a beneficiary is 21 years old, 
and thereafter must be distributed cur-
rently, is a simple trust for taxable 
years beginning after the beneficiary 
reaches the age of 21 years in which no 
other amounts are distributed. 

(d) If a trust distributes property in 
kind as part of its requirement to dis-
tribute currently all the income as de-
fined under section 643(b) and the appli-
cable regulations, the trust shall be 
treated as having sold the property for 
its fair market value on the date of dis-
tribution. If no amount in excess of the 
amount of income as defined under sec-
tion 643(b) and the applicable regula-
tions is distributed by the trust during 
the year, the trust will qualify for 
treatment under section 651 even 
though property in kind was distrib-
uted as part of a distribution of all 
such income. This paragraph (d) applies 
for taxable years of trusts ending after 
January 2, 2004. 

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11814, Nov. 26, 1960; 25 FR 
14021, Dec. 31, 1960, as amended by T.D. 9102, 
69 FR 20, Jan. 2, 2004] 
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§ 1.651(a)–3 Distribution of amounts 
other than income. 

(a) A trust does not qualify for treat-
ment under section 651 for any taxable 
year in which it actually distributes 
corpus. For example, a trust which is 
required to distribute all of its income 
currently would not qualify as a simple 
trust under section 651 in the year of 
its termination since in that year ac-
tual distributions of corpus would be 
made. 

(b) A trust, otherwise qualifying 
under section 651, which may make a 
distribution of corpus in the discretion 
of the trustee, or which is required 
under the terms of its governing in-
strument to make a distribution of cor-
pus upon the happening of a specified 
event, will be disqualified for treat-
ment under section 651 only for the 
taxable year in which an actual dis-
tribution of corpus is made. For exam-
ple: Under the terms of a trust, which 
is required to distribute all of its in-
come currently, half of the corpus is to 
be distributed to beneficiary A when he 
becomes 30 years of age. The trust re-
ports on the calendar year basis. On 
December 28, 1954, A becomes 30 years 
of age and the trustee distributes half 
of the corpus of the trust to him on 
January 3, 1955. The trust will be dis-
qualified for treatment under section 
651 only for the taxable year 1955, the 
year in which an actual distribution of 
corpus is made. 

(c) See section 661 and the regula-
tions thereunder for the treatment of 
trusts which distribute corpus or claim 
the charitable contributions deduction 
provided by section 642(c). 

§ 1.651(a)–4 Charitable purposes. 
A trust is not considered to be a trust 

which may pay, permanently set aside, 
or use any amount for charitable, etc., 
purposes for any taxable year for which 
it is not allowed a charitable, etc., de-
duction under section 642(c). Therefore, 
a trust with a remainder to a chari-
table organization is not disqualified 
for treatment as a simple trust if ei-
ther (a) the remainder is subject to a 
contingency, so that no deduction 
would be allowed for capital gains or 
other amounts added to corpus as 
amounts permanently set aside for a 
charitable, etc., purpose under section 

642 (c), or (b) the trust receives no cap-
ital gains or other income added to cor-
pus for the taxable year for which such 
a deduction would be allowed. 

§ 1.651(a)–5 Estates. 
Subpart B has no application to an 

estate. 

§ 1.651(b)–1 Deduction for distribu-
tions to beneficiaries. 

In computing its taxable income, a 
simple trust is allowed a deduction for 
the amount of income which is re-
quired under the terms of the trust in-
strument to be distributed currently to 
beneficiaries. If the amount of income 
required to be distributed currently ex-
ceeds the distributable net income, the 
deduction allowable to the trust is lim-
ited to the amount of the distributable 
net income. For this purpose the 
amount of income required to be dis-
tributed currently, or distributable net 
income, whichever is applicable, does 
not include items of trust income (ad-
justed for deductions allocable thereto) 
which are not included in the gross in-
come of the trust. For determination of 
the character of the income required to 
be distributed currently, see § 1.652(b)– 
2. Accordingly, for the purposes of de-
termining the deduction allowable to 
the trust under section 651, distribut-
able net income is computed without 
the modifications specified in para-
graphs (5), (6), and (7) of section 643(a), 
relating to tax-exempt interest, foreign 
income, and excluded dividends. For 
example: Assume that the distributable 
net income of a trust as computed 
under section 643(a) amounts to $99,000 
but includes nontaxable income of 
$9,000. Then distributable net income 
for the purpose of determining the de-
duction allowable under section 651 is 
$90,000 ($99,000 less $9,000 nontaxable in-
come). 

§ 1.652(a)–1 Simple trusts; inclusion of 
amounts in income of beneficiaries. 

Subject to the rules in §§ 1.652(a)–2 
and 1.652(b)–1, a beneficiary of a simple 
trust includes in his gross income for 
the taxable year the amounts of in-
come required to be distributed to him 
for such year, whether or not distrib-
uted. Thus, the income of a simple 
trust is includible in the beneficiary’s 
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gross income for the taxable year in 
which the income is required to be dis-
tributed currently even though, as a 
matter of practical necessity, the in-
come is not distributed until after the 
close of the taxable year of the trust. 
See § 1.642(a)(3)–2 with respect to time 
of receipt of dividends. See § 1.652(c)–1 
for treatment of amounts required to 
be distributed where a beneficiary and 
the trust have different taxable years. 
The term income required to be distrib-
uted currently includes income required 
to be distributed currently which is in 
fact used to discharge or satisfy any 
person’s legal obligation as that term 
is used in § 1.662(a)–4. 

§ 1.652(a)–2 Distributions in excess of 
distributable net income. 

If the amount of income required to 
be distributed currently to bene-
ficiaries exceeds the distributable net 
income of the trust (as defined in sec-
tion 643(a)), each beneficiary includes 
in his gross income an amount equiva-
lent to his proportionate share of such 
distributable net income. Thus, if bene-
ficiary A is to receive two-thirds of the 
trust income and B is to receive one- 
third, and the income required to be 
distributed currently is $99,000, A will 
receive $66,000 and B, $33,000. However, 
if the distributable net income, as de-
termined under section 643(a) is only 
$90,000, A will include two-thirds 
($60,000) of that sum in his gross in-
come, and B will include one-third 
($30,000) in his gross income. See 
§§ 1.652(b)–1 and 1.652(b)–2, however, for 
amounts which are not includible in 
the gross income of a beneficiary be-
cause of their tax-exempt character. 

§ 1.652(b)–1 Character of amounts. 
In determining the gross income of a 

beneficiary, the amounts includible 
under § 1.652(a)–1 have the same char-
acter in the hands of the beneficiary as 
in the hands of the trust. For example, 
to the extent that the amounts speci-
fied in § 1.652(a)–1 consist of income ex-
empt from tax under section 103, such 
amounts are not included in the bene-
ficiary’s gross income. Similarly, divi-
dends distributed to a beneficiary re-
tain their original character in the 
beneficiary’s hands for purposes of de-
termining the availability to the bene-

ficiary of the dividends received credit 
under section 34 (for dividends received 
on or before December 31, 1964) and the 
dividend exclusion under section 116. 
Also, to the extent that the amounts 
specified in § 1.652(a)–1 consist of 
‘‘earned income’’ in the hands of the 
trust under the provisions of section 
1348 such amount shall be treated 
under section 1348 as ‘‘earned income’’ 
in the hands of the beneficiary. Simi-
larly, to the extent such amounts con-
sist of an amount received as a part of 
a lump sum distribution from a quali-
fied plan and to which the provisions of 
section 72(n) would apply in the hands 
of the trust, such amount shall be 
treated as subject to such section in 
the hands of the beneficiary except 
where such amount is deemed under 
section 666(a) to have been distributed 
in a preceding taxable year of the trust 
and the partial tax described in section 
668(a)(2) is determined under section 
668(b)(1)(B). The tax treatment of 
amounts determined under § 1.652(a)–1 
depends upon the beneficiary’s status 
with respect to them not upon the sta-
tus of the trust. Thus, if a beneficiary 
is deemed to have received foreign in-
come of a foreign trust, the 
includibility of such income in his 
gross income depends upon his taxable 
status with respect to that income. 

[T.D. 7204, 37 FR 17134, Aug. 25, 1972] 

§ 1.652(b)–2 Allocation of income items. 

(a) The amounts specified in 
§ 1.652(a)–1 which are required to be in-
cluded in the gross income of a bene-
ficiary are treated as consisting of the 
same proportion of each class of items 
entering into distributable net income 
of the trust (as defined in section 
643(a)) as the total of each class bears 
to such distributable net income, un-
less the terms of the trust specifically 
allocate different classes of income to 
different beneficiaries, or unless local 
law requires such an allocation. For ex-
ample: Assume that under the terms of 
the governing instrument, beneficiary 
A is to receive currently one-half of the 
trust income and beneficiaries B and C 
are each to receive currently one-quar-
ter, and the distributable net income of 
the trust (after allocation of expenses) 
consists of dividends of $10,000, taxable 
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interest of $10,000, and tax-exempt in-
terest of $4,000. A will be deemed to 
have received $5,000 of dividends, $5,000 
of taxable interest, and $2,000 of tax-ex-
empt interest; B and C will each be 
deemed to have received $2,500 of divi-
dends, $2,500 of taxable interest, and 
$1,000 of tax-exempt interest. However, 
if the terms of the trust specifically al-
locate different classes of income to 
different beneficiaries, entirely or in 
part, or if local law requires such an al-
location, each beneficiary will be 
deemed to have received those items of 
income specifically allocated to him. 

(b) The terms of the trust are consid-
ered specifically to allocate different 
classes of income to different bene-
ficiaries only to the extent that the al-
location is required in the trust instru-
ment, and only to the extent that it 
has an economic effect independent of 
the income tax consequences of the al-
location. For example: 

(1) Allocation pursuant to a provision 
in a trust instrument granting the 
trustee discretion to allocate different 
classes of income to different bene-
ficiaries is not a specific allocation by 
the terms of the trust. 

(2) Allocation pursuant to a provision 
directing the trustee to pay all of one 
income to A, or $10,000 out of the in-
come to A, and the balance of the in-
come to B, but directing the trustee 
first to allocate a specific class of in-
come to A’s share (to the extent there 
is income of that class and to the ex-
tent it does not exceed A’s share) is not 
a specific allocation by the terms of 
the trust. 

(3) Allocation pursuant to a provision 
directing the trustee to pay half the 
class of income (whatever it may be) to 
A, and the balance of the income to B, 
is a specific allocation by the terms of 
the trust. 

§ 1.652(b)–3 Allocation of deductions. 
Items of deduction of a trust that 

enter into the computation of distrib-
utable net income are to be allocated 
among the items of income in accord-
ance with the following principles: 

(a) All deductible items directly at-
tributable to one class of income (ex-
cept dividends excluded under section 
116) are allocated thereto. For example, 
repairs to, taxes on, and other expenses 

directly attributable to the mainte-
nance of rental property or the collec-
tion of rental income are allocated to 
rental income. See § 1.642(e)–1 for treat-
ment of depreciation of rental prop-
erty. Similarly, all expenditures di-
rectly attributable to a business car-
ried on by a trust are allocated to the 
income from such business. If the de-
ductions directly attributable to a par-
ticular class of income exceed that in-
come, the excess is applied against 
other classes of income in the manner 
provided in paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion. 

(b) The deductions which are not di-
rectly attributable to a specific class of 
income may be allocated to any item 
of income (including capital gains) in-
cluded in computing distributable net 
income, but a portion must be allo-
cated to nontaxable income (except 
dividends excluded under section 116) 
pursuant to section 265 and the regula-
tions thereunder. For example, if the 
income of a trust is $30,000 (after direct 
expenses), consisting equally of $10,000 
of dividends, tax-exempt interest, and 
rents, and income commissions amount 
to $3,000, one-third ($1,000) of such com-
missions should be allocated to tax-ex-
empt interest, but the balance of $2,000 
may be allocated to the rents or divi-
dends in such proportions as the trust-
ee may elect. The fact that the gov-
erning instrument or applicable local 
law treats certain items of deduction 
as attributable to corpus or to income 
not included in distributable net in-
come does not affect allocation under 
this paragraph. For instance, if in the 
example set forth in this paragraph the 
trust also had capital gains which are 
allocable to corpus under the terms of 
the trust instrument, no part of the de-
ductions would be allocable thereto 
since the capital gains are excluded 
from the computation of distributable 
net income under section 643(a)(3). 

(c) Examples of expenses which are 
considered as not directly attributable 
to a specific class of income are trust-
ee’s commissions, the rental of safe de-
posit boxes, and State income and per-
sonal property taxes. 

(d) To the extent that any items of 
deduction which are directly attrib-
utable to a class of income exceed that 
class of income, they may be allocated 
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to any other class of income (including 
capital gains) included in distributable 
net income in the manner provided in 
paragraph (b) of this section, except 
that any excess deductions attrib-
utable to tax-exempt income (other 
than dividends excluded under section 
116) may not be offset against any 
other class of income. See section 265 
and the regulations thereunder. Thus, 
if the trust has rents, taxable interest, 
dividends, and tax-exempt interest, and 
the deductions directly attributable to 
the rents exceed the rental income, the 
excess may be allocated to the taxable 
interest or dividends in such propor-
tions as the fiduciary may elect. How-
ever, if the excess deductions are at-
tributable to the tax-exempt interest, 
they may not be allocated to either the 
rents, taxable interest, or dividends. 

§ 1.652(c)–1 Different taxable years. 
If a beneficiary has a different tax-

able year (as defined in section 441 or 
442) from the taxable year of the trust, 
the amount he is required to include in 
gross income in accordance with sec-
tion 652 (a) and (b) is based on the in-
come of the trust for any taxable year 
or years ending with or within his tax-
able year. This rule applies to taxable 
years of normal duration as well as to 
so-called short taxable years. Income 
of the trust for its taxable year or 
years is determined in accordance with 
its method of accounting and without 
regard to that of the beneficiary. 

§ 1.652(c)–2 Death of individual bene-
ficiaries. 

If income is required to be distrib-
uted currently to a beneficiary, by a 
trust for a taxable year which does not 
end with or within the last taxable 
year of a beneficiary (because of the 
beneficiary’s death), the extent to 
which the income is included in the 
gross income of the beneficiary for his 
last taxable year or in the gross in-
come of his estate is determined by the 
computations under section 652 for the 
taxable year of the trust in which his 
last taxable year ends. Thus, the dis-
tributable net income of the taxable 
year of the trust determines the extent 
to which the income required to be dis-
tributed currently to the beneficiary is 
included in his gross income for his 

last taxable year or in the gross in-
come of his estate. (Section 652(c) does 
not apply to such amounts.) The gross 
income for the last taxable year of a 
beneficiary on the cash basis includes 
only income actually distributed to the 
beneficiary before his death. Income 
required to be distributed, but in fact 
distributed to his estate, is included in 
the gross income of the estate as in-
come in respect of a decedent under 
section 691. See paragraph (e) of 
§ 1.663(c)–3 with respect to separate 
share treatment for the periods before 
and after the decedent’s death. If the 
trust does not qualify as a simple trust 
for the taxable year of the trust in 
which the last taxable year of the bene-
ficiary ends, see section 662(c) and 
§ 1.662(c)–2. 

§ 1.652(c)–3 Termination of existence 
of other beneficiaries. 

If the existence of a beneficiary 
which is not an individual terminates, 
the amount to be included under sec-
tion 652(a) in its gross income for its 
last taxable year is computed with ref-
erence to §§ 1.652(c)–1 and 1.652(c)–2 as if 
the beneficiary were a deceased indi-
vidual, except that income required to 
be distributed prior to the termination 
but actually distributed to the bene-
ficiary’s successor in interest is in-
cluded in the beneficiary’s income for 
its last taxable year. 

§ 1.652(c)–4 Illustration of the provi-
sions of sections 651 and 652. 

The rules applicable to a trust re-
quired to distribute all of its income 
currently to its beneficiaries may be il-
lustrated by the following example: 

Example. (a) Under the terms of a simple 
trust all of the income is to be distributed 
equally to beneficiaries A and B and capital 
gains are to be allocated to corpus. The trust 
and both beneficiaries file returns on the cal-
endar year basis. No provision is made in the 
governing instrument with respect to depre-
ciation. During the taxable year 1955, the 
trust had the following items of income and 
expense: 
Rents ...................................................................... $25,000 
Dividends of domestic corporations ...................... 50,000 
Tax-exempt interest on municipal bonds .............. 25,000 
Long-term capital gains ......................................... 15,000 
Taxes and expenses directly attributable to rents 5,000 
Trustee’s commissions allocable to income ac-

count ................................................................... 2,600 
Trustee’s commissions allocable to principal ac-

count ................................................................... 1,300 
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Depreciation ........................................................... 5,000 

(b) The income of the trust for fiduciary 
accounting purposes is $92,400, computed as 
follows: 
Rents ...................................................................... $25,000 
Dividends ............................................................... 50,000 
Tax-exempt interest ............................................... 25,000 

Total ......................................................... 100,000 
Deductions: 

Expenses directly attributable to 
rental income .......................... $5,000 

Trustee’s commissions allocable 
to income account ................... 2,600 

7,600 

Income computed under section 643(b) 92,400 

One-half ($46,200) of the income of $92,400 is 
currently distributable to each beneficiary. 

(c) The distributable net income of the 
trust computed under section 643(a) is 
$91,100, determined as follows (cents are dis-
regarded in the computation): 
Rents ...................................................................... $25,000 
Dividends ............................................................... 50,000 
Tax-exempt interest ........................... $25,000 
Less: Expenses allocable thereto 

(25,000/100,000 ×$3,900) .............. 975 
———— 24,025 

Total ..................................... ................ 99,025 
Deductions: 

Expenses directly attributable to 
rental income .......................... $5,000 

Trustee’s commissions ($3,900 
less $975 allocable to tax-ex-
empt interest) .......................... 2,925 

———— 7,925 

Distributable net income ...... ................ 91,100 

In computing the distributable net income of 
$91,100, the taxable income of the trust was 
computed with the following modifications: 
No deductions were allowed for distributions 
to the beneficiaries and for personal exemp-
tion of the trust (section 643(a) (1) and (2)); 
capital gains were excluded and no deduction 
under section 1202 (relating to the 50-percent 
deduction for long-term capital gains) was 
taken into account (section 643(a)(3)); the 
tax-exempt interest (as adjusted for ex-
penses) and the dividend exclusion of $50 
were included (section 643(a) (5) and (7)). 
Since all of the income of the trust is re-

quired to be currently distributed, no deduc-
tion is allowable for depreciation in the ab-
sence of specific provisions in the governing 
instrument providing for the keeping of the 
trust corpus intact. See section 167(h) and 
the regulations thereunder. 

(d) The deduction allowable to the trust 
under section 651(a) for distributions to the 
beneficiaries is $67,025, computed as follows: 
Distributable net income computed under section 

643(a) (see paragraph (c)) ................................. $91,100 
Less: 

Tax-exempt interest as adjusted $24,025 
Dividend exclusion ...................... 50 

———— 24,075 

Distributable net income as determined 
under section 651(b) ............................ 67,025 

Since the amount of the income ($92,400) re-
quired to be distributed currently by the 
trust exceeds the distributable net income 
($67,025) as computed under section 651(b), 
the deduction allowable under section 651(a) 
is limited to the distributable net income of 
$67,025. 

(e) The taxable income of the trust is $7,200 
computed as follows: 
Rents ...................................................................... $25,000 
Dividends ($50,000 less $50 exclusion) ................ 49,950 
Long-term capital gains ......................................... 15,000 

Gross income .......................................... 89,950 
Deductions: 

Rental expenses ......................... $5,000 
Trustee’s commissions ............... 2,925 
Capital gain deduction ................ 7,500 
Distributions to beneficiaries ...... 67,025 
Personal exemption .................... 300 

———— 82,750 

Taxable income ................... 7,200 

The trust is not allowed a deduction for the 
portion ($975) of the trustee’s commissions 
allocable to tax-exempt interest in com-
puting its taxable income. 

(f) In determining the character of the 
amounts includible in the gross income of A 
and B, it is assumed that the trustee elects 
to allocate to rents the expenses not directly 
attributable to a specific item of income 
other than the portion ($975) of such ex-
penses allocated to tax-exempt interest. The 
allocation of expenses among the items of in-
come is shown below: 

Rents Dividends Tax-exempt in-
terest Total 

Income for trust accounting purposes ..................................... $25,000 $50,000 $25,000 $100,000 
Less: 

Rental expenses ............................................................... 5,000 ...................... ............................ 5,000 
Trustee’s commissions ..................................................... 2,925 ...................... 975 3,900 

Total deductions ........................................................ 7,925 0 975 8,900 

Character of amounts in the hands of the beneficiaries ......... 17,075 50,000 24,025 1 91,100 

1 Distributable net income. 
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26 CFR Ch. I (4–1–11 Edition) § 1.661(a)–1 

Inasmuch as the income of the trust is to be 
distributed equally to A and B, each is 
deemed to have received one-half of each 
item of income; that is, rents of $8,537.50, 
dividends of $25,000, and tax-exempt interest 
of $12,012.50. The dividends of $25,000 allo-
cated to each beneficiary are to be aggre-
gated with his other dividends (if any) for 
purposes of the dividend exclusion provided 
by section 116 and the dividend received cred-
it allowed under section 34. Also, each bene-
ficiary is allowed a deduction of $2,500 for de-
preciation of rental property attributable to 
the portion (one-half) of the income of the 
trust distributed to him. 

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11814, Nov. 26, 1960, as 
amended by T.D. 6712, 29 FR 3655, Mar. 24, 
1964] 

ESTATES AND TRUSTS WHICH MAY ACCU-
MULATE INCOME OR WHICH DISTRIBUTE 
CORPUS 

§ 1.661(a)–1 Estates and trusts accumu-
lating income or distributing cor-
pus; general. 

Subpart C, part I, subchapter J, chap-
ter 1 of the Code, is applicable to all 
decedents’ estates and their bene-
ficiaries, and to trusts and their bene-
ficiaries other than trusts subject to 
the provisions of subpart B of such part 
I (relating to trusts which distribute 
current income only, or ‘‘simple’’ 
trusts). A trust which is required to 
distribute amounts other than income 
during the taxable year may be subject 
to subpart B, and not subpart C, in the 
absence of an actual distribution of 
amounts other than income during the 
taxable year. See §§ 1.651(a)–1 and 
1.651(a)–3. A trust to which subpart C is 
applicable is referred to as a ‘‘com-
plex’’ trust in this part. Section 661 has 
no application to amounts excluded 
under section 663(a). 

§ 1.661(a)–2 Deduction for distribu-
tions to beneficiaries. 

(a) In computing the taxable income 
of an estate or trust there is allowed 
under section 661(a) as a deduction for 
distributions to beneficiaries the sum 
of: 

(1) The amount of income for the tax-
able year which is required to be dis-
tributed currently, and 

(2) Any other amounts properly paid 
or credited or required to be distrib-
uted for such taxable year. 

However, the total amount deductible 
under section 661(a) cannot exceed the 
distributable net income as computed 
under section 643(a) and as modified by 
section 661(c). See § 1.661(c)–1. 

(b) The term income required to be dis-
tributed currently includes any amount 
required to be distributed which may 
be paid out of income or corpus (such 
as an annuity), to the extent it is paid 
out of income for the taxable year. See 
§ 1.651(a)–2 which sets forth additional 
rules which are applicable in deter-
mining whether income of an estate or 
trust is required to be distributed cur-
rently. 

(c) The term any other amounts prop-
erly paid, credited, or required to be dis-
tributed includes all amounts properly 
paid, credited, or required to be distrib-
uted by an estate or trust during the 
taxable year other than income re-
quired to be distributed currently. 
Thus, the term includes the payment of 
an annuity to the extent it is not paid 
out of income for the taxable year, and 
a distribution of property in kind (see 
paragraph (f) of this section). However, 
see section 663(a) and regulations 
thereunder for distributions which are 
not included. Where the income of an 
estate or trust may be accumulated or 
distributed in the discretion of the fi-
duciary, or where the fiduciary has a 
power to distribute corpus to a bene-
ficiary, any such discretionary dis-
tribution would qualify under section 
661(a)(2). The term also includes an 
amount applied or distributed for the 
support of a dependent of a grantor or 
of a trustee or cotrustee under the cir-
cumstances described in section 677(b) 
or section 678(c) out of corpus or out of 
other than income for the taxable year. 

(d) The terms income required to be 
distributed currently and any other 
amounts properly paid or credited or re-
quired to be distributed also include any 
amount used to discharge or satisfy 
any person’s legal obligation as that 
term is used in § 1.662(a)–4. 

(e) The terms income required to be 
distributed currently and any other 
amounts properly paid or credited or re-
quired to be distributed include amounts 
paid, or required to be paid, during the 
taxable year pursuant to a court order 
or decree or under local law, by a dece-
dent’s estate as an allowance or award 
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